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VERY Faétion, that grows toa formidable 
Size, muft-have fomething in it of the Sha- 
dow and Refemblance of that Form of Go- 
vernment, under which it 1s efeéted. It 
could nor well fubfift nor be of any long 
continuance, if it had not many of the conftituent 
Parts and Marks ‘of a Society. There muft be Leaders 
and Followers, in Imitation of Subjest and Sovereign ; 
there muft be Contraéts and Articles of Agreement, in 
Imitation of Laws and Starutes; and there muft be 
Clubs and: Meetings, in Imitation of Courts and Se- 
natorial Affemblies; the better to ey up the Confe- 
deracy, after the manner of ‘all other Bodies Politick . 
And hence a Fattion has at leaft the Face and Appear- 
ance of a Government ; tho’ for want of'a Legal Right 
and Authority, both in its Rife and Progrefs, and be- 
caufe the Ends it propofes are deftructive of Publick 
Good, therefore we are not allow’d to call it by that 
Honourable Name. 

When once a Futtion hath got Footing ina State, 
either by the Degeneracy and Corruptions of the Age 
or Country, or 7 dag frequency of ges and Revo- 
lutions, it is in the Nature of a Rival to the Goverri- 
nient, and takes all its Meafures accordingly. The ge- 
neral Method is to fteal the Weights out of the oppo- 
fite Scale, and put them into its own: To Counter- 

ife thofe Powers, which are too heavy for it, and to 

plit and Divide the Community ; that its Leaders’ may 
come in for a fhare of the Hearts and Affeétions of the 
People: To Batter and Undermine every Eftablith- 
ment, and out of thofe Ruins ‘to build upon its own 
Model, and fortify it on every Side : To leflen the Au- 
thority of thofe in Power, and to render all the Publick 
Meafures fufpeéted by the People: To difarm the Force 
of Juftice, and intimidate the Hearty and Zealous, by 
loud Clamours of Tyranny and Perfecution ; and at 
the fame time to awe the Weak, and thofe of a quiet, 
peaceable Temper, with falfe Accounts of their Ad- 
verfary’s Forces, and the Terrors of their future Re- 
fentment: To make Court to the Paflions, Humours, 
and Vices‘of others; to ereét and open an Afylum or 
Refuge for all the weak, difgufted, or uneafy Members 
of the Community ; and either to carry on the Conte- 
deracy by a common Stock, or feed their Dependents 
with the near and bewitching Profpeét of fome future 
great Expeétations. Thefe are the ufual Artifices by 
which the Friends to Faction ftrengthen and fupport 
themfelves; and if by thefe means they can fill the 
Legiflative or Exetutive Branch with their Creatures ; if 
they can Subdivide the oppofite Party, and break that 
Bulk of Power, which fhould fupprefs them, into Par- 
cels and Cantlets, fo as to play one Part of the Con- 
ftitution againft the other ; if they can feduce and draw 
the Mob to their Side ; if they can load and entangle 


the State with Foreign Alliances ; if they can let in 
fome Third Power, or bring Matters to a Crifis or Jun- 


ure of Confufion ; they will then have a fair Oppor- 
nity of compafling their Defigns ; their Country may 
tobably be reduced to their Mercy; they, who were 
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before a Fiétion, may foon grow into 4 Mini/fy : and 
what was only a Confederacy, may in time come to be 
the Con/tieutisn, at leaft to engrofs all its Powers and 
Profits YY Right of Po fim and Uferpation. Hijtory 
Inflances of this kind ; where a Fachon hath, 
Y thefe Methods, work’ it felf to an Eytablifhmrenr. 
us many of the Repallicts in Greece came to be 
EreSed. This was the Cafe of fome of thofe Stare, 
and Politis, which were form’d upon the Downfil ot 
the Roman Empire ; and the Moderns are not without 
Examples to’ the fime Purpofe; which any common 
Obferver may recolleét, who has ever heard of the 
Laudable Cantons of Swijferlind, or the Bank of St. Geo ve 
at Genoa. Lbierty was the popular Cry and niain Pie- 
tence, in all rhefe Civil Commotions ; but Power wis 
the Thing really aim’deat ; and the Moment the Ring- 
leaders had obtain’d their Withes, their firft Attempe 
was to fubdue and keep under, if not entirely to ex- 
tirpate and abolifh that very Liberty, whofe Name they 
had before fo loudly proclaim’d, and whofe Defence 
they had fo zealoufly undertaken. Which verifies the 
Charattet of Factions and Seditious Incendiaries given by 
the Annalift, from’ whom f have borrow'd the Morto ot 
this Day; Libertatem praferunt, ut Imperium evertant : 
fi everterint, ipfam aggrediuntur. 

That we have a Faétion here in Great Britain, fully 
anfwering this Deftription, which hath employ d the 
feveral Arts and Stratagems above-mentioned, for pro- 
moting its own Interefts, and hath carried its Oppofi- 
tion to the Government to a very formidable Height ; 
being not yet reduced by Ill-Succefs, nor inclined to 
fubmit and accept of a reafonable Accommodation ; is 
fo very Notorious, that we every Day groan under the 
Experiments of this deplorable Truth. The Confede- 
racy is of fome ftanding, well-form’d, and Sifciphi'd 
ftrong and refolute, and furnifh’d with every Requifite, 
that may ferve to bring a turbulent Seditious Crew of 
People as near as poflible to the Refemblance of a 
Body Politick. They have their Governors, Leaders, 
and Subalterns ; their Squadrons and Battalions ; their 
Councils and Affemblies; their Exvcieguer and Com- 
mon Stock’; their Orders and Methods of Difcipline : 
They have their Principles of Unity, and what they 
call their Crufe; their Agents are difperfed up and down 
in every Quarter of the Con/litution, both Civil and 
Military, Temporal and Spiritual, Executive and Legi- 
flative ; and they have plentifully tafted of the Sweets 
of Power, and know very well what fubftantial Spoils 
are in View, and how rich a Feaft for Ambition is 
before them, to attone for the Hazards they run, 
and to Reward all their Labours. The Neceflity of 


Suppreffing this inteftine Foe, is no longer a Que- 


ftiun s The Wound muft either Heal, or Fefter: And 
if we mean to Stand, we muft ceafe to be Divided. 
All the Difpute is about the Means of Accomplifhing 
this good Work ; and by what Medicinal Methods the 
fatal Rent may be clofed up, and the Publick reftor'd to 
its prin Vigour and Tranquiliry. 


How 
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tiow far Equity wil! ‘uftify a Government, in treating 
) Enemy after the faine manner, in which that Enemy 
ced the Governmen’, when in his Power; need not 
be infifted on: Jt is fafticient, chat whilft the Legi- 

»e and Eecutive Aut) sty are in honeft Hands, they 
can never be ata Lofs to provide either for the Safety or 
Veitare of the Conft:rin They are firi@ly account- 
tor a right Ufe of cist Power, which is depofited 
chem: and Faéton can never rife in Competition 
ih the Eablifbment, if due Actention be given to all 
the pubuick Wants and Exigencies ; if we carefully exa- 
mine what is our weakeit Side; where we lie moft ex- 


ad 


pofed; what predominant Corruptions we are to re-, 


firai: ; what Dangers and ill Accidents it 1s for our Ad- 
vantage to preveit; and in all thefe Cafes interpofe in 
time, by the making or enforcing of good and wholfome 
Lays; which muft not fleep upon Record, nor dwindle 
to a dead Letter, but be duly and impartially Executed. 
The Publick Good muft take place of Private Intereft 
and Sollicitation, in the Diftribution of Rewards and 
Punifbments; and the Attributes of Fu/fice-and Mera, 
however Temper’d and Blended together, muft be firictly 
refirain'd to their proper Objeéts. All Sanétuaries for 
dangerous firft rate Criminals mutt be taken away ; and 
their Hopes and Expe‘tations of furure Succefs in their 
Attempts effeftually cut off and remov’d. There muft 
be no refort to any Third Poner, which deftroys the 
Freedom and Independency of a Government. Sedi- 
tion muft have no ean given it, either when it a&s 
the B::ly ox the Hypecrize ; and in thort,. the Con/titution 
in Church and State muh be the Meafure and Standard 
of every Publick Perfon’s Charaéter, the Sum of_his 
Pretenfions, the Mark of his Converfion or Steddinefs, 
and the Tenure of his Greatnefs and Authority. There 
can be no truer Indications of a declining State anda 
prevailing F-ction, than when the Members of the one 
are ore Unanimous, Hearty, and Vigilant, than chofe 
of whe other, When a Ment can be made by oppo- 
fing the Government; when. Men are paid. for being 
Troublefome and Uneafy : When the Publick Enemies 
are either not deteéted, or not fufficiently difcourag’d ; 
\. en Sedition bears a higher Price than; Loyalty, and the 
Favours of the State are hardly an Equivalent for the 
Bribes and Expe@ations of a Fattion : When Men can 
Clamour and Mutiny to more advantage, than others 
find in Obedience and Moderation; and have their 
Noife, their my their Lyes, Calumnies, and firft 
Effiys in Rebellion, Appraisd and fet to Account; 
then is Juftice made a perfest Cripple, Authority grown 
Tame and Infenfible, and Fzétion, unlefsits Career be 
ftopt iu time, will not fail to advance her Interefts, 
Point by Point, till fhe is mounted to the Pinnacle of 
her Ambition. 

The Whigs can hardly think it worth their while to 
be Virtuous, when there is fo little to be loft, and fo 
much to be gain’d by a vicious Charagter. We have 
known them Sell the Birth-right of Britains, at Que 
Shilling a-picce, to all Comers. Curfing God's Vicege- 


bourhood. 





rent may be Compounded for at the Rate of Tix, 
Mark; and making away the Honour and Pea, .. 
their Country to Strangers, by Contract and Indenty;. 
cofts only a few Words, the dead Letter of a Tory k.: 
Solution. Whereas the Renown and Credit they “Bain 
with their Friends, the Zeal tor their Party, of wh); 
thefe are the Proofs ; their Lying without Meafure f,, 
the Caufe, their Clamours, Afperfions, and Drudge, 
in the Mines of Scandal, their Rumours, falfe Accu(. 
tions, and hunting after Fears and Jealoufies, are , 
Trade of great Profit; and fwell the Demands of the; 
Friends to fuch a height, that befides their prefent Pr. 
fufenefs ; they ate torc’d to charge extravagant Antic. 
pations apo the next bapey Revolution. 

_ Is ita Time for thefe People to think of Disbang, 
ing whilft they are held together by fuch ftrong Tye; j 
Jed on by fuch Heroes and Champions, and have ti:; 
Places of Shelter to refort to? Thus Arm’d and Rei). 
fore’d, they can fecurely infule the dronjie Lyon, an 
play about the fleeping Law, without coming within the 
Reach of its Gripe. Why fhould they trouble them. h: 
felves with the Fatigue of gaining Profelytes and con. fi: 


_ vincing others, when they can make Pique and Wrinlk fe 


fupply the Place of Compass and Honour, and cary hi 
more Weight in publick Affairs, than frit Princip Bf 


_ or the tendereft Love of one’s Country? -To what puff th 


pofe fhould they recolle& their old ims and Mea Ci 
fures ? Vox Populi ——~ The Three Eftates —e De Mu. Pe 
joribus omnes: —— Thefe are trite obfolete Topicks—— th 
Liberty, glorious Liberty, is their Support againft Num. V 
bers. Maporities were made for them. to Roaft aol wi 
Prey pon ;_ and if they cannot reduce them in Time, in 
tis well if they do not Vote them out of the common th 
Privileges of Arithmetick. i rai 

Can, it be fo much for their Advantage to Ruin Cl 
their Party by compofing. our Divifions, wh’ :h al co 


_our only real Danger ; as it isto keep up. their Pay ne 
by Teazing the Government, and Difturbing the pub-—§ Ri 


lick Peace, with the imaginary Dangers of Popery! i mi 
moeliany one have them {peak T ly and one ang Tl 
Old Friend; when it is more to the Purpofe to tharelf at 
Profits with him, in the Sale of his beft Commodity 1% a 


~The Antientshad their Genius for almoft every Plc. the 


The Papifts make this Genius’a Saint; and here inf lat 
Britain, we have a Parifi-Ghojt, or fome local Appa to 
tition, for almoft every Town and Village in the Coun ad 
try ; who has his conftanr Rounds and, Times of fhew-I an 
ing himfelt. Some Towns are. infefted with a blad : 
Dog : Others with a white Sheet: Some-with a Herfe anil by 
Dragons ; and others again with a Night-walking Femi Ma 
in Flame-colour Sattin. Now. Popery, in imitation o 
thefe Spectres, is the more General and National Scure 
crow ; and the very Name of fach a Goblin thall firike 
more Terror into Wimen, Citidren, Apprentices, and dv 
weak Multitude ; than the Authority of all the S.juse, 
Parfons, and Fujffices of the Peace, in that Neigh(§G 
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